
Course Description and Purpose 

Sociology is the scientific study of human action and interaction. Sociologists argue that individual and 

group action and experiences are shaped by the social context in which they occur and in turn, that social 

context is shaped by individual and group activities and experiences. Sociology, very broadly, aims to 

understand this interaction. This course will introduce students to various sociological perspectives on 

issues in contemporary society, as well as how sociologists use research to develop these perspectives. We 

will cover a variety of broad issues studied by sociologists including social structure, inequality, race, 

gender, class, families, deviance, work, institutions, and culture. An active “sociological imagination” is 

important in professional fields as diverse as education, social work, health, safety, politics, business, 

economics, and engineering.  

Course Objectives 

This course seeks to enable students to understand their interrelationships with society in critical and global 

perspectives. 

Students will learn to understand the "sociological imagination" and other basic concepts/methods of 

sociology and apply these concepts/methods to: 

• identify the features of society and their interrelationships, especially those related to race, class, 

and gender; 

• analyze interrelationships between society and self; 

• explain the foundations of global inequalities; and 

• develop viewpoints on how to promote constructive change in societies at the local, 

national/regional, and global levels. 

Global Learning Outcomes 

This is a Discipline-specific Global Learning course that counts towards your FIU Global Learning 

graduation requirement. 

University Core Curriculum 

This course satisfies the following University Core Curriculum requirement for Social Science Group One 

(state-required): 

Students will demonstrate the ability to examine behavioral, social, and cultural issues from a variety of 

points of view. Students will demonstrate an understanding of basic social and behavioral science concepts 

and principles used in the analysis of behavioral, social, and cultural issues, past and present, local and 

global. 

It is supported by the following learning outcomes for the course: 

Global Awareness: Students will be able to explain how globally diverse values, beliefs, and behaviors are 

influenced by social forces. 

Global Perspective: Students will be able to examine social processes from diverse perspectives (e.g. 

conflict, functionalist, and symbolic interactionist approaches). 



Global Engagement: Students will be able to propose solutions to a global problem taking into account 

multiple perspectives. 

 


