
Quantitative Assessment  
 

(This can be administered on an exam if the instructor desires to again test students’ 
understandings of quantitative concepts.)  
 
Multiple Choice. Circle the correct answer for each question.  
 
1. A _________ variable is the one the influences or causes a change in the other variable. 
a. independent  
b. control 
c. dependent  
d. spurious  
e. mediating  
 
2. A sociologist is studying whether gender influences Americans’ likelihood of supporting the 
legalization of abortion. Which of the following is her dependent variable: 
a. gender    
b. whether one has ever received an abortion    
c. Americans   
d. support for the legalization of abortion   
e. none of the above   
 
3. Sociologists typically incorporate ______ variables into their analysis in order to ensure that 
the presence of outside factors isn’t responsible for the relationship documented between an 
independent and dependent variable. 
a. categorical  
b. control 
c. continuous  
d. discrete  
e. both b and d  
 
Short Answer. 
 
4. View the table below. Afterwards, answer the questions that follow. 
 
Table 1. Poverty in America 

 
Source: American Community Survey, 2010. 



 
a. What percentage of people are living in poverty?  
 
 
 
b. What percentage of people are considered “comfortable?” 
 
 
 
5. View the table below. Afterwards, describe the relationship between gender and poverty level. 
Your response should be roughly three sentences. 
 
Table 2. Poverty Level by Gender 

 
Source: American Community Survey, 2010. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
6.  Below, you’ll see that we now control for educational level. Describe whether the findings 
(the story) changes after controlling for educational level. Be sure to provide numerical evidence 
to support your answer. You should take some notes over the patterns in the data prior to 
answering this question.  
 
Table 3. Poverty Level by Gender among High School Graduates   

 
Source: American Community Survey, 2010. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Table 4. Poverty Level by Gender among College Graduates 

 
Source: American Community Survey, 2010. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Table 5. Poverty Level by Gender among Master’s Degree holders  

 
Source: American Community Survey, 2010. 
 
 
 
Table 6. Poverty Level by Gender among PhD holders 

 
Source: American Community Survey, 2010. 
 
 
 
Provide your answer to question 6 here. Your response should be roughly 4-5 sentences.  
 


