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/ng 0 NATIVE LANGUAGE WORLD WAR s A
POPULATION 92'2 M

106 M

Statistics from the 1910 Census are used

Questions about unemployment or service in the during World War | to determine the
Union or Confederate Army or Navy are number of draft-age men and to
removed. One question about the year of evaluate industrial capacities.
naturalization and three about Questions about vital statistics
native language are are removed, while others are

added. added about living veterans of

A Census of the Civil War.

Manufactures is
taken in 1921
and repeated
every two

years until

World War II.
=" UNEMPLOYMENT /‘9‘?0

POPULATION

123.2 M

The stock market crashes in between the passage of the
/940 act authorizing the 1930 Census and the beginning of
OPULATION PROBABILITY SAMPLING collection (April 1,1930). The public and academics want
132.2 M quick access to unemployment
statistics and the rushed
statistics appear too low.
Sample surveys of
' . unemployment, taken in
IEKLsIx d_ecgnmgl the 1930s, confirm the
Sl Beglnmn_g n severity of the problem
2005, the_Amerlcan and the Census Bureau
Community Survey begins labor force
replaces t!'e surveys. To this day, these
decennial surveys provide monthly

long-form and unemployment data.
takes over the role

of collecting the
sample data.

Probability sampling is used for the first
time to collect data from only a subset of
households and is used for the
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The Census of Manufactures is
reintroduced. This later became part
of the Economic Census, the official
five-year measure of America’s
businesses and economy.

UNIVAC | COMPUTER /950

POPULATION
/950 CENSUS BY MAIL 1515 M

POPULATION

179.3 M

The Census Bureau leads the
way in computing
technology by being the

first to acquire and use a
civilian computer,

UNIVAC I. It weighs 16,000
pounds and utilizes 5,000
vacuum tubes.

The Census Bureau mails out census forms to a
portion of the country for the first time.
Households are asked to fill out their

form for a census taker to

retrieve. Congress directs
H_.:fﬁ{g;jfﬁ)}-gg;“‘r} N the Census Bureau to
collect information

on place of work
and means of
transportation.

“There are, according to our latest
Census Bureau figures, over 25
million Americans who live in
substandard housing. It is the
ambition of this administration to
try to provide decent housing for

all American families...”
REMARKS AT THE SWEARING IN OF

ROBERT C. WEAVER AS HOUSING AND
HOME FINANCE ADMINISTRATOR

FEB. 11, 1961
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HISPANIC ORIGIN /970

POPULATION

203.3 M

/980 ELECTRONIC DATA

POPULATION . . E
226.5 M The long-form questionnaire is reduced

from 66 to 23 questions. A question
about Hispanic origin is added and
For the first time data are available via instructions in Spanish for filling out
electronic files and on forms are distributed for the first
CD-ROMs. In 1981, Congress time. The Census Bureau expands
requests a proposal for a the use of mail-out and allows

replacement to the respondents to mail back forms.
long-form. The

proposed rolling
sample census sets
the foundation for
today’s American

CRmnitySuriey. eLecTRONIC Maps (£

Is this person
of Mexican,
Puerto Rican,
or other Spanish
escent?

POPULATION

248.7 M

TIGER, a new digital mapping system, is employed to geocode
addresses into census geographic areas and produce maps for
data collection and data analysis. The Census Bureau's release
of TIGER data helps propel the geographic information
system (GIS) industry and sets the
stage for the online
mapping systems we
see today.

“Those who suggest that filling out your census form isn't
essential are plainly wrong. An inaccurate census distorts
our understanding of a community's needs, denies
people their fair share of resources, and diminishes

the quality of life not only for them but for all of us.

If we believe everybody in our
American community counts, we simply
must make sure everyone is counted.”

William . Clinton

THE PRESIDENT’S
RADIO ADDRESS

April 1, 2000
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2000 PAID ADVERTISING

PopuLATIoN *kkk kkkk kkk*x 2005

As directed by Congress, the American
Community Survey launches
nationwide, providing up-to-date
demographic and
socio-economic information. It
delivers new statistics
equivalent to the census
long-form every year for all
neighborhoods and local
communities. The American
Community Survey is used by

The first major testing of the American
Community Survey is conducted concurrently
with the Decennial Census. Also, the Census
Bureau employs paid advertising for the
first time to raise awareness and
encourage mail-back

participation, reducing the need

for personal visits, the most

costly part of the Census. This

Census halted a

three-decade decline of mail

ch this person work
erson had no job or busing
information for his‘her last jo

Was this person -
Mark (X) ONE box.

(] an employee of a PRIV
company or business, «
wages, salary, or comim

an employee of a PRIVY

1 individuals, the private sector :
gs:ﬂ:gﬁm:;;- 25 RO FEIIES, and all levels of IC9)10vernment to Tax-eXempX, or chart
influence spending, planning and
Cr— infrastructure. American Community
' il Survey and other Census Bureau statistics are used to

distribute more than $400 billion in federal funds
annually.

“The Administration is concerned that, at
the same time, the Senate bill reduces
the request for the Census Bureau by
$150 million (17 percent). This reduction
would suspend the American
Community Survey, increase the lifecycle
cost of the 2010 Census by over $1
billion, and lead to a less accurate
Census. Timely and accurate Census data
are necessary for decision makers at
DEPARTMENTS OF COMMERCE every level of government for budgetary
AND JUSTICE, SCIENCE, and planning purposes, and in recovery
AND RELATED AGENCIES efforts for crisis situations.”
APPROPRIATIONS BILL, FY2006

Sept. 8, 2005

STATEMENT OF ADMINISTRATION
POLICY: H.R. 2862 -
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20/0 AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY ESTIMATES

POPULATION

308.7 M

American Community Survey statistics are
released for the first time (and every year
thereafter) for every community and
neighborhood nationwide. A short-form
Census with only 10 questions (made
possible through the collection of long-form
data via the American Community Survey)
makes it easier and faster for the American
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public to complete their forms. Also a first: Fiipec vieramess | Samoan
data products about same-sex couples and i, N Ll st it veing Sy

PaligaT CeToo ey, s 500N, mdsom §

unmarried partners are released.
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“Since our Nation's earliest days, the census has
played an important role in identifying where
resources are most needed. This
procedure, enshrined in our
Constitution, informs our
Government's responses to the

% W @ evolving needs of American
(% W (244 communities.”

PROCLAMATION 8488
CENSUS DAY, 2010

March 31, 2010
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Note: These figures include the territories of Alaska and Hawaii from 1890 to 1950

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau; Library of Congress; National Archives and Records Administration; National Institutes of Health; American Presidency Project, University of California at Santa Barbara



